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Ecology in Action

People & Organisations Curriculum

Agroscope: Swiss research into 
agriculture, nutrition and the 
environment

Bat Conservation Switzerland

Eawag: Swiss Federal Institute of 
Aquatic Science and Technology

karch: Swiss amphibian and rep-
tile conservation programme

Schweizerische Vogelwarte 
Sempach: Swiss Ornithological 
Institute 

WSL: Swiss Federal Institute for 
Forest, Snow and Landscape 
Research

External organisations:
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CreditsTopic

Fundamental ecological 
challenges, concepts and 
case studies

How to manage, explore, 
and communicate quantita-
tive information

How to organise, plan, and 
manage research in order to 
maximise e!ciency

Development and presenta-
tion of the Master thesis

Frontiers in Behaviour, Ecol-
ogy, Evolution and Environ-
mental Studies

Presentation and online 
publication of the Master 
thesis

In collaboration with an 
University research group 
or an external organisation

Review of understanding 
and command of relevant 
biological facts, methods 
and concepts

1. Sem
ester

Module

Ecology 
in Action 
I & II 

Quantitative 
Methods

Being a 
productive 
scientist

Research 
proposal

Seminar 
series

Communica-
tion

Master 
thesis 
project

Integrated 
Knowledge 
in Biology

2. Sem
ester onw

ards
Exam

* Exact curriculum and schedule subject to change

Arpat Özgul
Barbara Tschirren
Bernhard Schmid
Dennis Hansen
Gabriela Schaepman-Strub
Jakob Pernthaler
Owen Petchey
Kentaro Shimizu
Florian Schiestl

Ecological dynamics
Evolutionary ecology
Biodiversity
Conservation ecology
Remote sensing
Aquatic ecosystems
Extinctions
Ecological genomics
Plant-pollinator 
interactions

Associated research groups include:



Ecology in ActionContent & Philosophy
Dear applicant,

thank you for your interest in the Ecology Speciali-
zation of the Master of Science in Biology. Our core 
module Ecology in Action provides a broad base of 
knowledge about ecological concepts, methods, and 
challenges. 

Switzerland o!ers a unique study environment with 
excellent life quality and competitive tuition fees. 
Learning takes place in classrooms and includes field 
and laboratory work. A 12-month research project 
provides first hand experience of working in an active 
research group at the University, or in one of the as-
sociated external organisations.

Yours sincerely,

Ecology in Action is the core module of the Ecology Masters and involves learning about real world ecological challenges 
through an integrated combination of lectures, problem based learning, fieldwork, lab work, quantitative analyses and 
communication. Considerable emphasis is placed on the use of fundamental ecological concepts and theories in prob-
lem solving.

Ecology in Action

Owen Petchey

Coordinator Master of Science in 
Biology, Ecology

University of Zurich, Switzerland

Eligibility
We welcome all students to apply for the Ecology 
Master. You are eligible if you fulfill the requirements 
of the University of Zurich:

appropriate degree in Biology
good knowledge of English

For further information about application procedures 
and deadlines please visit: 
www.ecology.uzh.ch
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